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As the magazine of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a 
readership of more than 1 million engaged and educated citizens. 

Many thanks for your participation.  

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that 
all statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: ______________ DATE: ______________

We at Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, are compiling information for 
our fifth annual “Coolest Schools” issue, which will rate American colleges and universities 
according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and caliber of sustainability-
oriented education. 

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will 
receive recognition in the magazine’s September/October issue. Please download this 
interactive PDF and fill it out as thoroughly as possible. Save it with your responses as 2011_
coolschools_your school’s name and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later 
than April 20, 2011.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering 
your responses before publishing them online. Questions left blank will receive no credit, 
and if a question requests a percentage, you must provide a number to receive a score. If you 
need more space to answer a question, you may attach pages. The scoring key will be available 
online once the issue is published.



Category 1: Energy Supply
1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. 
If your school purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be 
available from that company. If you insert a number into the “other” category, specify the 
energy source.

____% Coal      ____% Wind      ____% Biomass
 
____% Natural gas       ____% Solar     ____% Geothermal

____% Nuclear    ____% Hydro       ____% Other _____________________
 

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings? If you insert a number 
into the “other” category, specify the energy source.

____% Coal    ____% Biomass ____% Electricity

____% Natural gas  ____% Geothermal ____ % Fuel oil

____% Other _____________________

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency
1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past five years have a LEED 
certification of at least silver, or an equivalent rating from another certifier? (If an equivalent 
rating, please specify which rating and certifier.)

_______%

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or 
untreated sources? 
_______%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures, including indoor and outdoor, are energy 
efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED, or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight 
shutoff, or other energy-conserving features)? 

_______%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star–rated?

_______%

5. Does your school have in place energy-efficiency retrofitting programs, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing ducts? If yes, by what percentage have these programs reduced 
(or will they reduce) consumption over a three-year period?

____No 

____Yes   _______%

6. Does your school have a program to monitor, record, and assess patterns of electricity and 
water consumption as a means of regularly evaluating and improving buildings’ environmental 
performance? If yes, provide the percentage of buildings monitored for each and describe the 
program.

Electricity:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

Water:
____No 

____Yes   _______%

____No 

____Yes   _______%



Category 3: Food
1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles 
of campus?

_______%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

_______%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship 
Council, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What is the dollar amount spent on all cafeteria meat purchases per year? What is the total 
number of cafeteria meals served? If the meat is produced sustainably (for example, free-range 
or grass-fed), please explain.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden on which students can work? 



Category 4: Academics
1. Does your school offer environment- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as 
environmental studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, list up to six.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy 
efficiency and solar-wind engineering? If so, list up to five.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes 
to make such courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of up to four standout professors who work on environmental and/
or sustainability issues. List their primary accomplishments, including awards, honors, and 
noteworthy publications.

5. Is your school associated with any environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, 
programs, or research institutions? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the 
name(s) of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related 
classes?

_______%



Category 5: Purchasing
1. Does your school have a university-wide sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled 
content?

_______%

3. Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council–certified?

4. Does your school have a policy to purchase electronics that have Electronic Product 
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) certification (or similar)? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, 
please describe.

6. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving 
features be installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



Category 6: Transportation
1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly 
explain.

2. What percentage of your school’s vehicle fleet is hybrid or electric or uses sustainable 
biofuels? 

_______%

3. List specific steps your school has taken to promote walking and bicycling as transportation 
methods.

4. Does your school offer its students and employees incentives to carpool, take public transit, 
or use some other form of communal transportation? If yes, please describe.

5. Approximately what percentage of students commute to school in a car?

_______%

6. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff commute to work in a car?

_______%



Category 7: Waste Management
1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being 
diverted from landfills)?

_______%

2. Are recycling receptacles readily available throughout campus? If yes, please describe. 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-
campus dining locations? Are compost receptacles available at all or most food-preparation 
facilities (i.e., cafeteria and restaurant kitchens)?

5. Does your school have a stated commitment to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? If 
applicable, briefly explain the plan of action.

6. Does your school administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when 
students are moving out of campus housing? If so, are bins placed in every dormitory? 



Category 8: Administration
1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement or guiding 
principles? If so, please provide the text or a link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental 
initiatives, such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? 
Is the coordinator position part-time or full-time?

3. Does your school have a formal policy to integrate life-cycle cost analysis into plans for 
constructing or renovating buildings? If yes, please explain. 

4. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by 
setting goals of emissions reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for 
achieving these reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

5. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

6. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain 
and provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments
1. Is all information about your school’s endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your school have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues? If so, provide key examples of actions it has taken.

3. Does your school have, or is it planning to implement, a formal policy that restricts or 
prohibits investments in fossil fuels? If yes, briefly explain.

4. What percentage of your school’s overall endowment is invested in companies or funds that 
further renewable energy and clean technology?

_______%



Category 10: Other Initiatives
1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, 
state, or national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater 
attention in our coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, 
accomplishments, and contact information. For privacy reasons, please do not include 
students’ contact information here).

2. Have students participated in regional or national environmental challenges or events such 
as the Solar Decathlon or environmental design contests? If so, which events and how did they 
do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus 
development, or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic 
cleaning supplies or paints)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or field-based classes or academic programs? If so, please 
list and describe up to three. (To nominate a specific program for greater attention in our 
coverage, please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with a detailed description and the 
program coordinator’s contact information.) 

6. Does your school offer campus-sponsored, nature-based extracurricular activities to students 
and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe up to three. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives {continued}

7. What specific actions, if any, has your school taken to improve its environmental 
sustainability since spring 2010? Please list and describe.

8. Use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives at your 
school that have not already been mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than April 20, 2011. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text202: Programs are in place that have re-equipped existing buildings and facilities with energy-efficient lighting and motion sensors, as well as improving the efficiency of air handling systems and taking down high-load systems during off hours. Overall consumption has remained fairly steady despite adding two 200,000 square foot new buildings, because of significantly reduced consumption per square foot. Evaluation is in process toward instituting a more extensive program based on a Honeywell ESCO approach. 
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	Text206: Rensselaer has a "tracking usage" program that monitors, for each campus building, the electricity and water usage, with tracking (primarily electronic) over time. Students are involved in this program. A "building advocates" program has been launched in a pilot phase, to provide electronic and "human" feedback to building occupants regarding their energy usage patterns -- with plans to refine the program, extend it to all campus buildings, and include water consumption and waste recycling feedback.
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	Text217: Yes -- both Vegan and Vegetarian.
	Text218: Yes
	Text219: Yes -- and it is organic. We have a campus greenhouse used to grow salad greens and other plants, and students participate in this program. Greens are used in campus meals, including the student-run Terra Cafe. Plans are underway to expand the greenhouse and "urban agriculture" program.
	Text220: Yes. Environmental Engineering: B.S., M.Eng., M.S., D.Eng., Ph.D.Built Ecologies (Architecture): (a concentration at the M.S. level, coursework through the Center for Architecture Science and Ecology (CASE) )Ecological Economics, Values and Policy: B.S.Environmental Science: B.S.Design, Innovation, & Society (DIS): B.S.Minor in Sustainability Studies: Department of Science and Technology Studies (STS) B.S.; a major in Sustainability Studies has been approved internally and will be offered soon.This is not an exhaustive list.
	Text221: Yes. ARCH-4968 – Sustainable Building DesignCIVL - 6961 – Wind EngineeringMANE -1962 – Energy and the EnvironmentMANE - 4700 – Solar Development and Energy RenewalSTSS - 4964 – Food, Farms, and FamineThis is only a small sampling of the courses available
	Text222: Yes.http://sustainability.rpi.edu/academics/index.html; also http://sustain.sts.rpi.edu/pages/courses/php
	Text223: Steve Breyman: In 2007, Steve Breyman was Executive Director of the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition, New York’s leading anti-toxics group. In 2008, he was lead social scientist in the Office of Climate Change at the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. His teaching and research focuses on sustainability policy and sustainable development, institutional greening, and peace and environmental social movements. His publications on environmental social movements include the monographs, Why Movements Matter and Movement Genesis, and dozens of scholarly articles, book reviews, and journalism pieces.Kim Fortun: Anthropologist Kim Fortun is best known for her study of the aftermath of the Bhopal disaster (Advocacy after Bhopal, Chicago University Press), and her work continues to focus on environmental health. Her research has examined how people in different geographic and organizational contexts understand environmental problems, uneven distributions of environmental health risks, developments in the environmental health sciences, and factors that contribute to, and reduce, vulnerability to environmental risk and disaster. She is now working on three related projects: a book manuscript that examines how the development of informatics and information infrastructure has shaped environmental science and politics; NSF-funded research on the field of exposure science; and research on the ways asthma is understood in different scientific disciplines and in different geographic locations. David Hess: STS scholar David Hess has played a central role in the Programs on Design and Innovation and will help to articulate PDI’s internationally recognized undergraduate curriculum with the Sustainability Studies curriculum. His teaching includes environmental social theory, environmental policy, social entrepreneurship, community development, and sustainable design. He recently completed work on an NSF grant on “Sustainable Technology, the Politics of Design, and Localism”,  which trained graduate students and led to two books and various articles. His book Alternative Pathways in Science and Industry: Activism, Innovation, and the Environment in the United States (MIT Press) won the Robert K. Merton award from the Section on Knowledge and Technology of the American Sociological Association. Dean Nieusma: STS scholar Dean Nieusma works on sustainability design and sustainable development, emphasizing the intersections among diverse domains of expertise and between expert and lay knowledge. His specialty is engineering cultures and strategies for bringing social analysis and creative problem solving into engineering design practices. His dissertation research was on the alternative energy community in Sri Lanka, which carried out projects as varied as national energy policy setting, new technology design, and implementation of renewable energy systems in rural villages. Nieusma’s current research looks at an international community of engineers advocating environmental and social justice.  He is also one of the leaders of the internationally acclaimed Programs in Design and Innovation; he teaches the graduate Design Seminar; and he teaches several undergraduate courses on sustainability design from an interdisciplinary perspective. This is only a sampling of the RPI professors with accomplished records related to sustainability, energy, and environmental research.
	Text224: Center for Future Energy Systems: The Center for Future Energy Systems (CFES) conducts fundamental and applied research to accelerate the development of energy efficient and renewable energy technologies. Working with other academic and government institutions, and with many industry partners, we focus on the synthesis and characterization of new energy materials, devices and systems. Project areas include low cost high efficiency photovoltaic solar cells, wind turbine blade performance enhancement, advanced lighting sources, fuel cell testing and characterization, intelligent building architectures, energy storage technologies and smart grid test bed.Lighting Research Center: This RPI center is often cited as the world's primary center for leading-edge lighting research. It focuses on all facets of lighting, which includes issues of energy use and efficiency, including groundbreaking work on LED technology and applications.Darrin Freshwater Institute: The Darrin Fresh Water Institute conducts research that has helped increase public awareness of environmental issues and has contributed to answers for tough questions concerning the protection of our land, water and air.Center for Architecture Science and Ecology (CASE). At this interdisciplinary research firm, founded by RPI Professor Anna Dyson, in conjunction with world-renowned architectural firm Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill, researchers are seeking to substantially increase the efficiency of converting sunlight to electricity, beyond that of existing solar technology. Other examples of research areas include: building-integrated wind generation and structural optimization through amplification of air flow, active hydroponic systems for air purification and energy reduction in buildings systems, and advanced EcoCeramic structural systems.Baruch Center for Biochemical Solar Energy Research: Researchers at the Baruch Center are developing the next generation of solar technology by studying one of the most powerful energy converting machines in the world—plants. Researchers use sophisticated new technologies and techniques to understand the energy converting power of plants to develop new technologies that mimic this extremely efficient natural system. Vasudha: Vasudha is a student livign & learning community focused on energy, environment, and biodiversity.
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	Text226: 28.5
	Text227: RPI has 21 academic departments. Of these, six departments -- Architecture; Civil and Environmental Engineering; Mechanical, Aerospace & Nuclear Engineering; Environmental Science; Economics; and Science and Technology Studies -- offer such classes. 
	Text228: No (however, conversations are underway to establish such a policy, as part of a new campus-wide purchasing program that has been in development for the past months).
	Text229: >90
	Text230: >90% of paper products are purchased centrally via a supply line that is 33% postconsumer recycled content. A substantial portion of remaining conent is Forest Stewardship Council certified. In addition, 100% of our paper towel supply comes from recycled materials.
	Text231: Yes.
	Text232: No 
	Text233: No
	Text234: Yes, in some contracts, but not all, and not as a campus-wide policy.
	Text235: Yes. The Red Hawk Shuttle Service makes trips around campus and into downtown Troy. Monday-Friday 7AM-11PM.
	Text236: 7
	Text237: The vehicle fleet consists of 68 cars, trucks, and carts. 5 out of 68 vehicles are electric.
	Text238: Bike racks are provided all over campus, and additional racks are being added as part of a new bike-friendly campus initiative. This initiative has also added bike lanes and signage, and is in the process of developing a bike-share program and a student-run bike repair shop. Large areas of campus are restricted to vehicle traffic.
	Text239: Anyone who has an RPI ID card can ride the local bus transportation for free. In addition, a new carpooling and vanpooling program was launched this semester, using the iPool system approach – with strongly supportive response from staff, faculty, and commuting students. Electronic announcements and updates are periodically circulated; a central website is provided to facilitate forming and joining these pools, with an emphasis on the money saved by participants. Also, as part of RPI’s “Green Commencement” initiative, we encourage all participants in large campus events – including but not limited to commencement exercises – to use bus transportation. For the 2011 Commencement (and other similar events), we are renting ONLY electric or hybrid buses to the extent possible.
	Text240: 40
	Text241: 
	Text242: 70
	Text243: 
	Text244: 21
	Text245: 
	Text246: Yes. Recycling receptacles are co-located with trash cans throughout campus. “Single Stream Recycling” is promoted throughout campus. 
	Text247: Yes. There are recycling containers available on the concourse level and throughout the interior of the East Campus Athletic Village, as well as at other large event venues.
	Text248: No.  We have done small-scale programs, but nothing substantial has taken root so far. We are working with Sodexo on a larger program to launch this fall, and our students are doing significant research – in partnership with Sodexo, Environmental Site Services, and Promethean Revolution (a student group) – on innovative composting methods and technologies.
	Text249: Yes, our school is committed to waste reduction. We have increased our recycling percentage every year for the past five years, with the ultimate goal of zero waste.
	Text250: Our school administers a variety of donation programs, including clothing, electronic, school supplies and food. A clothing recycling station and a book-donation bin are placed at the Student Union building for the entire year.  When students are moving out of the dormitory, the school will administer a “Dump and Run” program, collecting disposed but reusable items for the purpose of donation and recycling.  RPI also program electronics recycling with a company named Maven Tech.  The electronics recycled includes computers, monitors, toner cartridges, batteries, VHS and cell phones. Excess food is also donated to the Joseph's House and Shelter for the Homeless.
	Text251: It is in the strategic plan; and “Energy and the Environment” is one of five core “signature research thrusts” of the university [http://www.rpi.edu/research/energytech/index.html], providing the impetus for a rich and diverse array of academic and research programs across every aspect of environmental sustainability, from geosciences to alternative energy research to transportation, smart grids, multiple advanced lighting centers, a “built ecologies” focus in architecture, solar bioenergetic research to mimic nature to produce the next generation of photovoltaics, social sustainability studies, and many more such examples.
	Text252: No full-time positions; however, the GreenCorps -- a group of students, faculty, staff, and administration drawn from key areas of the Institute -- has been established to coordinate progress on issues related to sustainability.
	Text253: No.
	Text254: No. 
	Text255: Yes. 
	Text256: Yes, a reduction of GHG emissions of 11% in 2008 compared to 2005. 
	Text257: No. As a private institution, we have chosen not to make our endowment and investment information publicly available.
	Text258: The endowment is overseen by a core group of managers. This includes investment in energy funds that focus on renewable energy opportunities and that continue to prospect for renewable energy investments as part of their core strategy.  In addition, we have made specific equity investments in companies that use Rensselaer inventions related to renewable/sustainable energy solutions (e.g., water purification system technology; new technologies to de-sulferize diesel fuel; mushroom-based biodegradable packaging and insulation).  Additional sustainability-related investment opportunities are continually explored.
	Text259: No.
	Text260: 
	Text261: Insufficient data available.
	Text262: Students have been, and are more active than ever, when it comes to sustainability, at least at the campus level. See question 7 below for some descriptions.
	Text263: We have participated in the solar decathlon and the Formula Hybrid SAE contests, but to date we have not won these events.
	Text264: In our 1250-acre Rensselaer Technology Park, specific zones have been set aside as protected wetlands. In addition, approximately 500 acres of the forested slopes between the riverfront and the upland areas have been set aside to preserve this area, as characteristic of the glacial history and the “greenbush” identity of the region.
	Text265: Yes, our school has recently initiated a no-smoking policy on campus grounds. 
	Text266: Our school offers the Darrin Freshwater institute program, available to students for academic coursework, research, and independent study initiatives. The program conducts research that has helped increase public awareness of environmental issues and has contributed to answers for tough questions concerning the protection of land, water and air.
	Text267: We include nature-based programs and sustainability-focused programs for incoming freshmen in our orientation weeks. Also, students who participate in the Vasudha living and learning residence life program can participate in (and design) programming that is outdoor and nature-based. Additional programs are available through clubs such as Ecologic, the Student Sustainability Task Force, and Engineers for a Sustainable World.
	Text268: Rensselaer has introduced Single-Stream Recycling, which promotes recycling by making it easier. We have also created GreenCorps, a small group of involved students, faculty, staff, and administrators to deal with issues of sustainability. The GreenCorps has created the Sustainability Clearinghouse website. We have launched a bike-friendly campus initiative. We have redesigned the 1886 Football Field as an eco-friendly campus open space. We have  launched a new business incubation program (the Emerging Ventures Ecosystem), which includes special focus and expertise for start-up companies in the energy and environmental business sector. We have built and launched the Green Roof over the Student Union bookstore. We have launched a new carpooling and vanpooling initiative for all members of our community. 
	Text269: 1. The Student Sustainability Task Force (SSTF) is a student-led coalition, originally established by the student senate, and comprised of students, faculty, staff and administrators who work together to address issues of sustainability on campus.2. EcoHall Challenge: an energy conservation competition organized by the Residence Hall Association (RHA) and Ecologic. The freshman hill residence halls compete against one another to see who can reduce their energy usage the most.3. Terra Café is a once-a-week full service sit-down restaurant, provided by students to entertain and educate the Rensselaer community on the benefits of supporting the local and organic movement. The group works closely with Sodexo on meal planning and preparation and acts as an example for food service across campus, and throughout Sodexo, which accounts for over 900 college campuses nationally.4. A 27-hour "sustainability charrette" was held in April 2009, with 120 participants (students, staff, faculty, and alumni).  A charrette is an intensive, extended group brainstorming session in which groups of people create solutions to a problem in a limited time-frame, often in a competition-style atmosphere. A similar charrette was held in Spring 2010 to re-design the 1886 Football Field as an eco-friendly campus green. Another charrette is planned for Fall 2011 that will focus on sustainable solutions for specific challenges in developing countries.5. Green Greeks: Greek organizations are trying to green up their practices. For example, Pi Kappa Alpha now use CFLs, recycle about half of the material that flows through their house, and purchase some green cleaning materials.6. Green Roof: The Class of 2010 gift to the university is to raise half of the money needed for the creation of a “green roof” on the Rensselaer Bookstore. The Green Roof was installed on April 21 and 22, 2011.7. AASHE: a Rensselaer student was recently elected to the AASHE Board.8. PowerShift: RPI regularly sends a large student contingent to PowerShift, a national collaborative of student-led groups sharing their best practices and lobbying for environmental legislation in Washington, DC.


